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IX 


PREFACE 


This  report  is  the  first  published  since  1939,  its  publication 
having  been  suspended,  for  obvious  reasons,  during  the  war 
years. 

t 

In  the  Report  for  1939  (published  in  1940)  it  was  staled  that 
on  account  of  certain  factors  it  consisted  largely  of  bare  statis¬ 
tical  records.  The  Report  for  the  year  1945,  which  can  riglitly 
be  called  ‘‘a  year  of  transition”  cannot  even  be  classed  as  a  docu¬ 
ment  of  reliable  statistical  value  capable  of  furnishing  informa¬ 
tion  by  which  the  general  health  and  sanitary  services  may  be 
judged. 

As  is  well  known  evacuation  disturbed  the  greater  part  of 
the  civilian  population  —  both  male  and  female  —  and  during 
1945,  the  repatriation  of  the  evacuees  was  proceeding  at  irregular 
intervals  and  in  varying  numbers.  The  statistics  are,  therefore, 
unevenly  affected  and  though  the  figures  given  are  fortunately 
in  almost  every  instance  to  the  good,  they  cannot  be  taken  as  an 
accurate  reflection  of  the  state  of  public  health  in  Gibraltar. 

For  comparison  the  following  short  list  is  given 


Birth  rate 

1945 

34.84 

A verage 
1930-1939 
21.88 

Death  rate 

•  •  • 

8.88 

15.51 

Zymotic  death  rate  ... 

•  .  • 

0.28 

0.5 

Infantile  mortality  rate 

.  .  . 

32.89 

63.84 

This  satisfactory  state  of  aff  airs  was  obtained  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  many  of  the  repatriates  were  boused  under  conditions 
which  gave  the  Medical  Authorities  grave  concern,  conditions 
brought  about  by  ravages  of  war,  military  occupation  of  pre¬ 
mises  and  the  inevitable  irregularities  and  difficulties  attendant 
on  the  housing  of  people  at  short  notice,  and  many  of  whom  had 
not  been  living  in  Gibraltar  prior  to  evacuation  but  whose 
priority  claim  entitled  them  to  a  quick  return. 

The  story  of  the  evacuation  of  the  civil  population  might 
well  call  for  a  volume  to  itself.  The  removal  of  some  15,000  of 
a  population  of  20,000  a  distance  of  one  thousand  or  more  miles 


(to  Great  Britain;  Madeira;  or  Jamaica)  represents  a  migration 
comparable  with  anything  that  has  taken  place  in  Europe  dur¬ 
ing  the  war  years.  In  their  temporary  homes  these  evacuees 
were  faced  with  a  different  climate,  different  food,  different 
epidemic  risks.  Part  of  a  generation  of  children  has  been  born 
and  lived  the  first  two  or  three  years  of  its  life  away  from  its 
natural  habitat.  Yet  now  that  the  majority  have  returned,  the 
immediate  effects,  on  the  surface  at  least,  have  not  been  striking. 
Those  of  the  children  who  were  evacuated  to  Great  Britain  were 
immunised  against  diphtheria  and  the  incidence  of  that  disease 
has  been  low  since  their  return.  The  important  work  of  immu¬ 
nisation  is  being  continued  in  Gibraltar  at  the  School  and  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics.  Nor  does  there  appear  to  be  any  marked  prone¬ 
ness  to  intestinal  infections,  such  as  might  be  expected  after  an 
abrupt  change  of  diet  and  climate.  There  may  be  cultural  or 
psychological  repercussions  which  will  only  make  themselves 
felt  over  a  long  period,  but  from  the  public  health  point  of  view, 
apart  from  their  rehousing,  the  returning  evacuees  have  brought 
no  particular  problems. 


Here  the  point  must  be  stressed  of  the  general  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  most  of  the  houses.  Six  years  of  war  with  houses  prac¬ 
tically  unattended  to,  through  non-occupancy,  war  requirements, 
lack  of  materials  and  labour,  has  caused  very  considerable  dete¬ 
rioration.  It  is  in  an  effort  to  remedy  this  that  the  Building 
Priorities  Board  lias  shewn  its  effectiveness  in  curtailing  ambi¬ 
tious  private  reconstruction  whilst  giving  every  impetus  to  the 
reconditioning  of  houses. 


The  salient  features  of  the  year  were :  — 

1.  The  reconstitution  of  the  City  Council. 

2.  Regular  meetings  of  the  newly  re-established  Board  of 
Health,  composed  of  the  heads  of  the  different  health  services 
of  Gibraltar,  civil,  naval,  military  and  air  force,  where  all  medi¬ 
cal  matters  concerned  with  the  Colony  were  fully  discussed  and 
concerted  policy  decided  upon. 

3.  The  establishment  of  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  now  run 
on  modern  lines  and  wdiich  is  well  staffed  and  imder  full-time 
supervision  of  a  specially  qualified  medical  practitioner.  (Fol¬ 
lowing  a  recommendation  by  the  Chief  Medical  Adviser  to  the 
Colonial  Office  that  better  continuity  would  be  obtained  if  the 


XI 


Child  Welfare  Service  and  the  School  Medical  Service  became 
the  responsibility  of  a  single  department,  the  City  Council,  in 
December  1945,  handed  over  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  to  the 
Colonial  Govermnent.  The  report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
Charge  of  the  Clinic  is  appended). 


m 


4.  The  appointment  of  a  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer  who 
will  eventually  take  over  the  King  George  V.  Hospital  for  dis¬ 
eases  of  the  chest.  This  institution  is  equipped  with  all  modern 
requirements,  adequately  staffed,  and  the  appointed  Officer  is  a 
physician  with  special  qualifications  in  this  branch  of  medicine. 

5.  1945  saw,  in  addition,  the  beginning  of  the  intensive 
anti-rat  campaign,  of  which  it  is  hoped  to  give  a  full  account  in 
the  next  Annual  Report. 

The  favour  and  acceptance  given  them  by  the  general  public 
from  the  outset  is  ample  proof  of  the  necessity  and  success  of 
these  enterprises. 


Although  the  year  under  review  saw  the  end  of  the  world 
conflict,  the  return  to  proper  peacetime  conditions  cannot  be 
anticipated  before  the  next  Annual  Report  is  due.  There  are 
still  many  problems  to  be  tackled,  some  the  immediate  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  war,  others  a  part  of  long-term  policy  of  improve¬ 
ment. 

G.  M.  FLEMING, 

Major,  R.A.M.C., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
City  Council  of  Gibraltar, 
24th  October,  1946. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT. 


(Kindly  supplied  by  the  Senior  Meteorological  Officer, 

R.A.F.,  North  Front).  ... 


Weather  Summary  for  the  year  1945. 


During  the  first  few  months  of  the  year,  weather  was  very 
dry,  the  six  months  to  June  resulting  in  a  rainfall  of  only  146 
mins,  which  is  less  than  one  third  of  normal.  February,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  was  remarkably  dry.  Dry  conditions  persisted  until 
October,  but  November  and  December  gave  more  rainfall  than 
normal,  442  mms.  being  recorded  against  a  normal  of  some  300 
mms.  This  excess  was  mainly  due  to  very  heavy  rainfall  at  the 
end  of  November,  146  mms.  being  recorded  on  29th  November. 
This  is  the  heaviest  rainfall  recorded  in  a  single  day  since  re¬ 
cords  were  started  at  Windmill  Hill  in  1938. 

Sunshine  was  generally  above  normal,  only  July  and  Nov¬ 
ember  showing  amounts  below  normal.  February  was  a  parti¬ 
cularly’^  sunny  month  for  the  time  of  year. 

Temperatures  were  well  below  normal  in  January  and 
August  and  well  above  in  April  and  December,  and  a  little  above 
normal  in  most  other  months.  The  highest  temperature  of  the 
year  was  94  °F,  recorded  on  6th  September.  The  previous  highest 
temperature  recorded  in  this  month  since  1938  was  85°F.  April 
also  showed  abnormally  high  temperatures,  85 °F  being  reached 
on  two  days. 

Gales  occurred  in  January,  September,  October  and  De- 
cemher,  a  gust  of  91  m.p.h.  being  recorded  on  one  occasion  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  month. 

NOTE: — Figures  and  normals  mentioned  refer  to  observations 
taken  at  Windmill  Hill.  In  some  instances  conditions  at 
the  centre  of  the  town  would  be  appreciably  different.  For 
example,  the  duration  of  sunshine  is  generally  greater  at 
Windmill  Hill  since  it  is  much  less  affected  by  Levanter 
cloud. 


36’07  N.  LONG. 05  2.^'W.  WINDMILL  HILL  FLATS  HEIGHT;  393  FEET  ABOVE 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  civil  population  of  Gibraltar  as  shewn  in  the  Records 
and  Permit  Office  of  the  Police  Department  consisted,  at  the  end 
of  1945,  of  the  following  :  — 


Men 

W  omen 

Children 

Totals 

British  Subjects  ... 
Resident  aliens 

. . .  6,764 

. . .  1,050 

6,950 

700 

3,734 

34 

17,448 

1,784 

Grand  totals 

. . .  7,814 

7,650 

3,768 

19,232 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  among  the  resident  British 
population  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-five;  and  in  addition  seven 
deaths  were  registered  among  resident  aliens,  making  a  total  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty t-wo. 

These  figures  provide  a  death  rate  of  8.88  per  thousand  for 
the  fixed  population  and  8.42  per  thousand  for  the  total  popula¬ 
tion. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  were  :  — 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Heart  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


Cerebral  haemorrhage 

.  19 

The  number  of  deaths  in 
year  was  as  follows  :  — 

each  month  and  quarter  of 

the 

January 

16 

April 

14 

February 

12 

May 

11 

March  ... 

12 

June 

15 

Ist  Quarter 

40 

2nd  Quarter 

40 

July 

13 

October 

9 

August  ... 

14 

November 

17 

September 

16 

December 

13 

3rd  Quarter 

43 

4th  Quarter 

39 
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BIRTHS  AND  INFANTILE  MORTAUTY. 

The  number  of  children  born  during  the  year  was  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  eight,  three  hundred  and  twenty  of  these  were  males 
and  two  hundred  and  eighty»eight  females,  giving  a  birth  rate  of 
34.84  per  thousand  population. 

Twenty  chidren  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  32.89  per  thousand  births. 


CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS. 


1 

1 

Cause  of  Death 

Under  1  week! 

1  /  2  weeks  1 

I  2/3  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

CO 

-P 

o 

s  : 

PO 

r-H 

3/6  months 

6/9  months 

9/12  months 

_ 

Total  under 
one  year 

Congenital  debility 
and  malformatioiifc 

5 

1 

i 

i 

1 

5 

1 

6 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis 

[ 

4 

1 

5 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

i  ””” 

1 

- 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Tuberculous 

meningitis 

— 

1 

1 

1  — 

— 

- 

1 

- - 

1 

Other  causes  . 

5 

I 

5 

— 

5 

Totals  ... 

10 

— 

— 

10 

6 

2 

1 

9 

in' 

— 

'  20 

1 
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INFANT  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

This  service  was  started  by  the  City  Council  of  Gibraltar  in 
January  1945. 


Number  of  sessions  held  .  145 

Number  of  babies  registered  throughout  year .  608 

Number  of  attendances  tliroughout  the  year .  6,998 

Average  attendance  per  session  .  48.26% 

National  Dried  Milk  (to  babies  and 

nursing  mothers)  .  11,719  lbs. 

Adexolin . 22,400  capsules 

Adexolin,  liquid  .  159  ozs. 

Cod  Liver  Oil .  o6J  gallons 

Malt,  and  Cod  Liver  Oil .  368  lbs. 

Fersolate .  21,467  pills 

Ostocalcium  .  9,510  tablets 

Gentian  Violet .  493  pills 

Vitamin  “C”  .  5,501  tablets 


The  number  of  home  visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitor  was, 

628. 

Primary  vaccination  was  carried  out  in  425  babies  and  41 
revaccinations  in  older  children. 

Breast  feeding  in  Gibraltar  is  on  the  decline.  A  short  sur¬ 
vey  shewed  the  following:  — 

Breast  Feeding. 


Ist  month  .  311 

2nd  month .  171 

3rd  month  .  114 

6th  month  .  40 

Breast  and  Complementary  feeding. 

Ist  month  .  54 

2nd  month .  119 

3rd  month  . .  84 

6th  month  . .  60 


Lectures  on  infant  feeding  and  care  of  the  child  were  given 
to  mothers  and  voluntary  workers,  throughout  the  year.  The 
educated  type  of  mother  was  a  regular  attendant,  but  unfor¬ 
tunately  those  in  greatest  need  of  instruction  did  not  attend. 
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Preventive  medicine  is  new  to  Gibraltar  and  many  motliere 
do  not  yet  understand  the  necessity  of  visiting  the  clinic  when 
their  infants  are  well,  and  a  very  large  proportion  only  attend 
when  there  is  something  wrong  with  tlie  baby  or  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  obtaining  milk  at  cost  or  reduced  prices. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  both  School  Medical  Service  and  In¬ 
fant  Welfare  have  supplied  a  much  needed  organisation  for  the 
health  education  of  the  people  of  Gibraltar. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

This  service  was  initiated  by  the  City  Council  of  Gibraltar 
in  January  1945. 

General  Conditions  of  School  Premises  from  the  Health  Stand 
point : 

These  are  very  unsatisfactory  and  cannot  be  improved  ex¬ 
cept  by  the  building  of  new  schools  designed  on  modern  lines. 

Extent  and  Scope  of  Medical  Inspection: 

Owing  to  existing  conditions,  it  was  decided  to  inspect  every 
child  attending  school,  irrespective  of  age  groups.  A  thorough 
clinical  examination  was  carried  out  including  otoscopic  exami¬ 
nations  and  X-rays  and  laboratory  tests  when  indicated  by  the 
medical  history  or  clinical  condition  of  the  child.  Children 
were  examined  at  school,  and  those  requiring  further  investiga¬ 
tions  were  referred  to  the  school  clinic.  One  thousand  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-five  children  were  inspected.  There  were  forty- 
four  school  clinics  held,  with  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
attendances.  No  weights  or  heights  were  recorded  through  lack 
of  facilities. 

Conditions  Revealed  by  Medical  Inspections: 


Deficient  clothing . . .  5 

Nutritional  anaemia  . 486 

Skin  conditions  (mostly  impetigo)  . 98 

Dirty  skin  .  192 

Ringworm . 13 

Dental  caries .  1133 

Enlarged  cervical  glands. . . 507 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  .  254 

Nasal  obstruction  (exclusive  of  above)  .  82 
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Mentally  backward  .... . 12 

Nocturnal  enuresis  .  12 

Negativism  .  15 

Speech  defects  .  5 

Habit  spasm  .  6 

Chorea .  1 

Thread  worms  .  15 

Undescended  testicles . 122 

Hydrocele  . 3 

Markedly  thin  .  151 

Poor  posture  .  188 

Very  poor  physique  (undersized  and  thin) .  287 

Obesity  .  32 

Constipation .  199 

Knock-knees . 17 

Chest  conditions  .  200 

Cardio-vascular  conditions .  29 


Means  of  Treatment  available: 

Nutritional  aids  were  issued  as  follows  : 


Iron  . 

Adexolin . 

.  109  „ 

Ostocalcium . 

.  217  „ 

Cod  Liver  Oil  . 

.  965  „ 

Dried  Milk  . . . . . 

.......  153  „ 

Minor  ailments  were  treated  at  the  school  clinic.  Conditions 
requiring  more  prolonged  medical  attention  were  referred  to 
hospital  or  private  medical  practitioners. 


Infectious  disease  and  Methods  of  Prevention  and  Deteetion : 


These  come  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Cleanliness  inspections  of  school  children  were  carried  out 
by  Miss  Daw,  Health  Visitor,  involving  3,107  examinations  and 
re-examinations.  Of  these  2,383  were  found  clean  and  724  not 
clean.  Most  of  the  latter  rapidly  improved  with  treatment,  and 
only  25  exclusions  from  school  were  necessary.  Taking  into 
account  local  home  and  school  conditions,  1  consider  this  very 
satisfactor) . 
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Sixty-three  home  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  school 
children. 

: 

Eyesight  was  tested  by  the  Health  Visitor  in  859  children  of 
school  age  and  215  of  these  required  to  he  seen  by  the  Ophthah 
mologist  for  defective  vision. 


H.  G.  TRIAY,  M.D.,  Ch.B„  D.C.H 

Medical  Officer  in  Charge, 
School  Medical  Service  and 
Infant  and  Child  Welfare. 
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rUEVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTfOUS  DISEASi: 

No  dieeaecei  occurred  in  epidemic  form  during  1943,  tlic 
notifications  being  evenly  distributed  tbrougiioui  tiie  year. 

The  high  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that,  through  absence  from  Gibraltar,  no  cases 
have  been  brought  to  notice  since  1939. 

The  cases  of  Typhus  were  all  evidently  of  the  murine  type, 
one  case  being  confirmed  by  a  specimen  sent  to  tfie  l.oiidoii 
School  of  Hygiene  for  Rickettsial  agglutination.  Great  stress 
was  laid  on  the  examination  of  patients  and  contacts  for  body 
lice  until  the  disease  was  classified.  The  premises  concerned 
were  subsequently  treated  with  D.D.T. 

One  hundred  and  two  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
were  reported  during  the  year.  Of  the  seven  deaths  from  this 
group  of  diseases,  all  were  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  The 
zymotic  death  rate  was  .28  per  thousand  popvdation. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Seven  cases  occurred,  one  in  August  and  six  in  October. 
Two  of  the  cases  occurred  in  children  who  had  been  inoculated 
against  the  disease  in  the  United  Kingdom.  All  were  of  a  mild 
nature  and  recovered. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Eight  cases  occurred  distributed  throughout  the  year.  There 
were  no  deaths. 

RABIES. 

One  case  occurred  in  a  dog  which  had  been  imported  from 
Tangier  and  was  undergoing  a  period  of  quarantine  in  the  ken¬ 
nels  at  Rosia.  All  those  wno  had  been  in  contact  with  the  dog 
were  sent  to  the  Pasteur  Institute,  Tangier,  for  advice  as  to  whe¬ 
ther  inoculation  against  the  disease  was  called  for.  The  Director 
of  that  Institute  after  examining  the  contacts  decided  against  any 
prophylactic  measures.  This  occurrence  led  to  the  stringent 
pronibition  of  importation  of  dogs  otherwise  than  from  the 
United  Kingdom. 
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SMALLPOX. 

No  cases  occurred  in  the  Colony  during  the  year,  nor  xvere 
any  cases  introduced  for  treatment. 

Vaccination, 

Number  of  children  born .  608 

Number  died  before  vaccination  .  17 

Number  who  left  Gibraltar . 2 

Certified'  as  insusceptible  to  vaccination. . .  1 1 

Vaccination  postponed  on  medical 

groum  is  1 6 

Number  successfully  vaccinated .  399 

Objectors  to  vaccination  .  Nil 

Outstanding  .  163 


Quarterly  Return  of  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases — Ciivil  Population  1945. 
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Measles  . 

Tuberculosis  . 

Enteric  Fever . 

Chicken  Pox  . 

Dysentery  . 

Typhus  (murine  type)... 

Undulant  Fever  . 

C.  Spinal  Fever  . 

Puerjieral  Fever  . 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 
Diphtheria  . 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Typhus  (murine  type)... 

Measles  . 

Tuberculosis  . 

Chicken  Pox . 

Dysentery  ...  . 

Undulant  Fever  . 

Age  and  Sex  incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases— Civil  Population  1945. 
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Diphtheria . 1 

. 

i 

j 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Totals  . . j 

Monthly  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases—  Showing  Number  of  Cases  and  Deaths 
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INVESTIGATION  AND  PREVENTION  OF  OTHER 

DISEASES. 


MOSQUITOES. 

No  new  species  of  mosquitoes  were  identified.  The  follow- 
ing  table  shows  the  activities  in  connection  with  anti-mosquito 
campaign  which  has  been  undertaken  by  a  reduced  staff  with  no 
additions  during  the  intensive  breeding  season. 


Visits  paid  to  premises  .  27,442 

Breeding  places  found . 102 

in  wooden  tubs . 25 

in  wooden  barrels . 5 

in  earthenware  vessels  . 1 

Miscellaneous  breeding  places . . 71 


MOSQUmO  CAMPAIGN  RETURN— YEAR  1945 

tubs.  B  =  barrels.  E/V  =  earthenware  vessels.  0  =  others. 
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FLIES. 
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Flies  have  not  been  iindnly  prevalent  during  the  year, 

RATS. 

Rat  repression  measures  have  been  somewhat  curtailed 
throughout  the  war  mainly  owing  to  the  number  of  houses  ren^ 
dered  inaccessible  due  to  closure  during  ^vanuation 

T  rapping  and  laying  of  poisons  was  however  carried  out 
where  possible,  one  man  being  employed  permanently  on  this 
work. 

During  the  month  of  July,  1945,  advantage  was  taken  of  the 
visit  to  Malta  of  two  experts  from  the  Infestation  Division  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  to  enlist  their  help  and  advice  on  modern 
methods  for  rat  and  mouse  extermination. 

Mr.  W.  McCauley  Grade,  the  Director  of  Infestation  Control 
[)aid  a  visit  to  Gibraltar,  made  a  cursory  survey  of  conditions 
here  and  a  Committee,  representing  the  different  branches  of  the 
Services,  the  Colonial  Government  and  the  City  Council  was 
foimed,  to  put  into  efiect  the  recommendations  of  Mr.  Gracie, 
chief  among  which  was  that,  apart  from  the  relevant  means  of 
destroyinc*’  these  pests,  a  combined  and  simultaneous  effort  by 
all  the  authorities  concerned  was  imperative  if  any  measure  of 
success  was  to  be  attained.  Representatives  from  the  three  Ser¬ 
vices  and  the  City  Council  visited  Malta  where  Mr.  S,  A.  Barnett 
(the  other  expert  sent  by  the  Ministry  of  Food)  was  carrying  out 
an  intensive  campaign  and  instructing  the  personnel  there  on 
modem  methods  of  rodent  repression. 

Mr.  Barnett  visited  Gibraltar  in  September,  1945,  and  advis¬ 
ed  generally  on  the  means  to  be  employed  here. 

Poison  and  baits  were  ordered  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  on  the  express  requirements  of  lUr.  Barnett,  the  old  methods 
of  direct  poisoning,  etc.,  were  discontinued  pending  the  arrival 
of  the  new  poisons.  It  was  not,  however  until  the  beginning  of 
December  that  the  poisons  arrived  and  a  start  could  be  made. 
At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the  ultimate  results  cannot  pro- 
}>erly  he  estimated  though  reports  coming  in  from  heavily  in¬ 
fested  areas  which  have  been  treated  are  most  encouraging. 

The  number  of  rats  caught  and  found  dead  from  January 
to  September,  1945  (when  all  trapping,  etc.,  was  stopped  peiuh 
ingthe  putting  into  practice  of  xiew  methods)  was  as  follows 

Trapped  h  ound  Demi 


January  .  63  4 

February .  70  4 

March  .  147  I 
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MEDICAL  WORK  DONE  FOR  THE  COUNCH. 

llie  numbers  of  men  have  been  examined  prior 

to  their  employment  by  the  Council : 


J  anuary  .  22 

February  .  27 

Marcli  .  10 

April  .  20 

May .  5.S 

J  une  .  72 

July  .  75 

August  .  40 

September  .  68 

October  .  43 

November  . 26 

December .  20 

Total .  478 


DTSINFFXTION 


Month 

Beds  and 

Mattresses 

'  1 

Bo.lster.s  and 
Pillows 

Blankets  and 
Quilts 

Sheets 

1 

■  ■  ■  1 

Counter-panes 

Sundries 

Tot-als 

January  . 

i 

0 

rr 

i 

■  9 

14 

39 

February  . 

8 

27 

4 

17 

69 

March  .  •  • 

IS 

11 

24 

9 

2 

26 

90 

April  . 

10 

10 

42 

1 

1 

11 

78 

May 

38 

-IS 

OS 

20 

174 

Juno  . 

10 

10 

July  ...  . 

OO 

o 

8 

2 

6 

6 

230 

August . 

28 

14 

10 

6 

32 

120 

September  . 

25 

13 

25 

2 

16 

81 

October  . 

8 

8 

7 

7 

4 

34 

November  . 

20 

24 

21 

11 

4 

80 

December  . 

2 

2 

2 

2 

8 

Tota  Is . 

384 

181 

23  i 

58 

3 

152  ^ 

1013 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 


The  munber  of  cases  conveyed  by  City  Council  Ambulance 
during  the  year  was  as  follows  :  — 


Local  Cases  Bay  Cases 


Pneumonia  . 

3 

8 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

5 

Dysentery  . 

1 

r 

0 

Typhus  . 

9 

Scarlatina  . 

1 

1 

Pleurisy . . 

3 

Varicella  . 

1 

Malaria  . . 

•) 

Tuberculosis . 

4 

9 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

Venereal  disease . 

1 

6 

Appendicitis . 

r 

i 

Maternity  cases  . 

....  38 

Injuries  . 

....  38 

37 

Dead  bodies  . 

....  164 

.5 

Miscellaneous  . 

....  89 

84 

Totals  . 

....  348 

175 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICI  . 

I  am  indebted  to  the  City  Engineer,  Mr.  F.  L.  Ruggeri, 
iM.Inst.,  M.  &  Cy.E.,  M.I.Struct,E.,  for  assistance  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  this  section  of  the  Report. 

Rainfall  and  Water  Supply. 

Reservoir  No.  10  (1,414,175  gallons  nominal)  was  completed 
and  brought  into  use.  The  total  reservoir  storage  at  the  end  of 
1945  was  13,848,742  gallons. 

Average  of  recorded  rainfall  on  various  Council  gauges  situ¬ 
ated  at  diiTerent  levels  — 22.51  inches  from  Januarv  to  December, 
1945. 

Collection  of  rain  water  from  catchments  was  13,301,453 
gallons. 

Potable  water  pumped  into  reservoirs  from  wells  at  North 
Front  was  29,010,880  gallons. 

The  Supply  of  Potable  water  was  as  follows:- 


To  Shipping  .  7,745,120  gallons 

To  the  Admiralty  . .  3,921,000  „ 

To  the  Town .  35,725,579  „ 


Total  .  47,391,699  gallons 


A  quantity  of  14,237,234  gallons  of  potable  water  was  pump¬ 
ed  from  Dockyard  during  the  year. 

Brackish  water  pumped  during  the  year  was  367,958,100 
gallons. 

Collect iofi  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

House  refuse  is  collected  once  daily  throughout  the  year. 
The  average  daily  collection  was  22  tons.  A  scheme  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  new  Destructor,  of  larger  capacity  than  the  existing 
one,  was  approved  by  the  Council  and  work  therein  will  com¬ 
mence  during  1946. 

Seivage. 

The  sewers  generally  have  been  well  maintained  during  the 
year. 


The  erection  of  temporary  houses  at  the  Glacis  Site  neces- 
siated  the  construction  of  a  sewage  ejector  to  discharge  into  the 
existing  rising  main  leading  to  the  Sewage  Pumping  Station  at 
Orange  Bastion. 

Street  Cleansing. 


This  work  has  heen  satisfactorily  performed  but  constant 
and  careful  supervision  is  found  necessary  to  prevent  slackness 
and  dirty  streets. 

Public  Highways. 

Owing  to  extreme  pressure  of  passive  defence  works  during 
the  war  years  and  shortage  of  materials  and  labour  the  upkeep 
of  highways  had  to  be  rather  neglected. 

A  scheme  for  general  improvements  to  roads  was  approved 
by  the  Council  and  work  will  commence  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
plant  and  materials  are  available. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  106  temporary  and  other  houses  were  com¬ 
pleted  and  the  foundations  laid  for  many  more.  The  new  houses 


were  distributed  as  follows:  — 

Glacis  Estate . 63 

Arengo’s .  8 

Hargrave’s  Barracks 

(  permanent  buildings)  .  17 

Hospital  Ramp  .  4 

Nissen  Huts . 14 

Total . . .  106 


The  overcrowding  survey  of  1938  showed  1,202  families  or 
52.19%  of  the  population  overcrowded.  The  present  popula¬ 
tion  is  smaller  than  the  1938  one  by  only  seven  hundred  odd,  and 
at  the  same  time  accommodation  has  diminished,  as  before  the 
war  some  2,000  persons  either  lived  in  War  Department  property 
which  is  not  now  available  for  civilian  occupation,  or  in  property 
that  has  since  heen  bombed  and  demolished.  At  the  end  of 
1945  there  were  still  approximately  three  thousand  evacuees 
waiting  to  be  repatriated  from  Northern  Ireland.  Added  to 
this  the  year  in  question  showed  a  freak  birth  rate  of  fourteen 
per  thousand  more  than  that  of  1938.  The  evacuation  of  the 
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civilian  population  and  its  subsequent  piecemeal  repatriation 
will  have  brought  about  a  considerable  reshuffle  and  the  indi¬ 
viduals  who  were  overcrowded  in  1938  may  now  be  in  a  better 
or  worse  situation  than  before.  But  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude 
that  until  the  extensive  rehousing  scheme  has  been  completed 
a  degree  of  overcrowding  more  severe  than  that  revealed  by  the 
1938  survey  will  persis* 

Permanent  Houses. 

The  erection  of  part  of  the  Colonial  Government  Housing 
Scheme  was  started  at  Shorthorn  Farm  Site  in  August,  1945,  and 
good  progress  made  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  site  was  difficult  and  before  the  actual  building  works 
were  commenced,  a  considerable  amount  of  preparatory  work, 
involving  the  construction  of  massive  retaining  walls  had  to  be 

done. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 


DURING  1945, 

Complaints  Received  : 

Written  .  23 

Verbal  .  1182 

Premises  inspected : 

Informal  notices  served  .  402 

Nuisances  found  : 

Defective  drains  . 310 

Obstructed  drains  .  594 

Defective  W.Cs .  328 

Defective  W.C.  fittings  .  452 

„  water  fittings  .  425 

„  rainwater  pipes  .  106 

„  eavesgutters .  106 

„  roofs .  110 

„  yard  paving  . 21 

Dampness . 54 

Dirtv  premises  . 660 

Defective  or  no  dustbin . . . . . . .  212 

Other  minor  defects  . . 1258 

Suspected  pollution  of  water  in  underground  tanks  .  30 

Underground  tank  not  insect  proof  .  11 

Brackish  water  tank  not  insect  proof  .  18 

Brackish  water  running  to  waste .  203 
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Miscellaneous  Services : 

Samples  of  food  and  drugs  taken  for  analysis  .  52 

Premises  dsiinfected  for  infectious  disease  .  25 

Premises  disinfected  for  vermin,  &c . .  36 

Articles  disinfected  at  North  Front  disinfecting 

station  1013 

Visits  of  enquiry  re  infectious  disease  .  53 

Cases  removed  in  Ambulance 

local  . . .  184 

bav  . . . . . .  •••  170 

Visits  to  milk  shops . . . 116 

Visits  to  Eating  houses  . .  942 

Visits  to  mineral  water  factories  .  201 

Visits  to  common  lodging  houses . . .  90 

Visits  to  premises  on  which  notice  for  abatement  of  nuis¬ 
ance  has  been  served  and  are  revisited  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  if  requirements  are  being  complied 
with  . 1995 

Vaccination  notices  served .  314 

Legal  proceedings  instituted .  — 

Foodstuffs,  &c.,  condemned  as  unsound  (tins)  .  1182 

Street  water  fittings  found  defective  . 179 


FOOD  IN  RELATION  TO  HEALTH  AND  DISEASE 


The  routine  8upervigion  of  milk  shops,  eating  houses  and 
mineral  water  factories  was  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
tor,  who  also  undertook  the  collecting  of  samples  of  food  for 
analysis. 

All  fresh  fruit  and  vegetables  imported  daily  from  Spain, 
for  sale  by  market  stallholders  amd  by  street  vendors  passes 
through  the  Public  Markets,  for  inspection  by  the  market  staff, 
before  being  exposed  for  sale  to  the  public. 

Supplies  of  fresh  fish  were  received  almost  daily  from  Alge- 
ciras  at  the  average  daily  rate  of  5,000  pounds.  This  was  in¬ 
spected  at  Waterport  by  the  Market  Inspector  before  being  sold 
wholesale  and  any  fish  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  was  ordered  to  be  reshipped  and  taken  back  to  Alge- 
ciras.  A  further  inspection  of  the  fish  was  carried  out  at  the 
Fish  Market  by  the  Market  Inspector  on  duty  there. 

Small  consigiunents  of  frozen  offal  have  been  inspected  dur¬ 
ing  1945,  and  the  following  are  the  quantities  imported  :  — 


Ox  livers 
195,820  lbs. 

Ox  hearts 
12,978  lbs. 


Ox  tongues 
21,251  lbs. 


Ox  kidn^Ys 
80,241  lbs. 


Ox  tails 
14,574  lbs. 

Ox  tripe 

39,358  lbs. 


Pig^  hearts  Lambs*  hearts  Sheeps^  hearts 

1,195  lbs.  2,601  lbs.  772  lbs. 

The  slaughter  house  has  been  closed  during  the  war  period, 
and  did  not  operate  in  1945.  All  meat  sold  in  the  Market  was 
frozen.  Quantities  imported  in  the  course  of  the  year  were  :  — 

Beef  . . . .  1,761,108  lbs. 

Mutton . . . .  821,102  lbs. 


Fresh  Goat’s  Milk  imported  from  Spain  was  sold  at  the 
Public  Markets  and  the  average  daily  import  varied  from  40  to 
50  pints.  Inspection  of  this  milk  was  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Department. 
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REPORT  ON  WORK  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  i.ABOUA TORIES 

BY 

Major  D.  A.  STANLEY,  R.A.M  C. 

CITY  ANALYST  AND  BACTERIOLOGIST,  GIBRALTAR 

During  1945  the  tendency  for  the  pathological  work  to  over-- 
shadow  completely  the  analytical  work  continued:  the  latter 
constituted  only  about  0.5  per  cent  o(‘  die  total.  The  recent 
rapid  advances  in  medicine  and  the  tendency  for  medicine  to 
become  increasingly  scientific  have  causei’  the  laboratory  to  be 
used  more  and  more — the  tendency  will  co  "inue  and  will  neces¬ 
sitate  constant  expansion  and  constant  revision  of  methods  to 
avoid  becoming  out  of  date.  New^  procedures  introduced  in 
1945  were :  — 

1.  Penicillin  became  available  early  in  the  year  in  small  quan¬ 
tities — by  December  larger  amounts  were  available  and  it 
was  extensively  employed  at  the  Colonial  Hospital;  this 
laboratory  dispensed  the  penicillin. 

2.  A  civilian  Blood  Bank  was  commenced;  with  the  civilian 
population  returned  and  the  Forces  considerably  reduced, 
it  became  impracticable  to  maintain  a  bank  on  Army  blood 
only.  The  possibility  of  applying  in  Gibraltar  the  latest 
work  on  Rh  factor  is  being  investigated. 

3.  Improved  methods  for  the  investigations  of  typhoid  and  sal¬ 
monella  infections  were  introduced  and  the  new  metliods 
introduced  for  the  diagnosis  of  dysentery  in  1944  were  con¬ 
tinued.  The  diagnosis  of  tubercle  was  improved  by  over¬ 
hauling  the  microscopical  and  cultural  methods;  the  diag¬ 
nosis  by  fluorescent  microscopy  was  considered  but  it  was 
difficult  to  obtain  the  apparatus  as  it  has  not  yet  become  a 
standard  method.  These  diseases  are  extremely  important 
in  Gibraltar. 

4.  Cooperation  with  specialist  laboratories  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom  was  introduced. 

a.  The  Medical  Research  Council  Mycological  Laboratory 
identified  for  us  a  rare  fungus  isolated  from  a  case  of 
pulmonary  mycosis — namely  Candida  Tropicalis, 


h.  The  Medical  Research  Council  Salmonella  Laboratory 
identified  an  organism  causing  disease  Salmonella 
New  Brunswick  :  tliis  was  the  first  time  that  the  M.R.C. 
Laboratory  had  met  a  case  of  this  organism  causing  dis¬ 
ease  in  man.  The  case  was  thoroughly  investigated. 

c.  The  University  of  Glasgow  investigated  one  case  of  mild 
tvphus;  about  four  cases  occur  annually;  by  the  new 
method  of  rickettsial  agglutinations  it  was  proved  that 
this  mild  typhus,  endemic  in  Gibraltar,  was  murine 
typhus  (Rickettsia  Mooseri);  this  had  been  long  assum¬ 
ed  but  never  before  proved. 

d.  The  Medical  Research  Council’s  Emergency  Vaccine 
Laboratory  examined  a  few  samples  of  blood  by  lepto- 
spiral  agglutination  for  Weil’s  Disease.  No  evidence  of 
the  disease  within  the  Colony  was  found. 

e.  The  Ministry  of  Health’s  Standardised  reagents  for  Was- 

serman  and  Kahn  tests  were  introduced  as  a  routine 
measure.  The  Gonococcal  Complement  Fixation  Test 
was  introduced. 

f.  The  London  County  Council’s  Standardised  culture 

media  was  introduced  as  a  routine  measure  -this  is  a 
recent  advance  in  ?aboratory  practice  and  the  same 
London  County  Council  media  are  used  by  the  Forces 
pathological  services,  and  the  Emergency  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

5.  Histological  work,  which  could  not  be  performed  before  the 

war  as  the  Colony  possessed  no  pathologist,  was  undertaken. 

6.  The  effectiveness  of  the  chlorination  of  the  water  from  North 

Front  Wells  was  examined  and  certain  revisions  in  practice 

were  recommended. 

It  is  considered  that  the  Pathological  Service  will  be  im¬ 
proved  when  a  small  laboratory  for  simple  routine  procedures 
only,  is  commenced  at  the  Colonial  Hospital,  with  one  skilled 
technician  in  attendance;  the  more  complex  work  must  be  done 
at  the  City  Council  Laboratory". 

D.  A.  STANLEY,  M.B.,  B.S.,  A.RXC, 

Major,  R.A.M.C., 

City  Analyst  and  Bacteriologist, 
Gibraltar. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL,  PATHOLOGICAL  AND 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  WORK. 

Variety  and  number  of  specimens  vvhieli  come  under  tiiis 
heading  are  listed  below  :  — 

Water. 

Underground  tanks,  etc.,  B.  Coli  . .  323 

Reservoirs  „  .  242 

Wells,  North  Front  C12  .  3330 

do.  B.  Coli .  117 

Sivabs. 

For  K.L.B.  etc.—throal . . .  278 

For  K.L.B.  etc. — -eye  and  ear .  54 

Sputa. 

For  Tuberculosis . . .  594 

Blood. 

Wassernian  and  Kahn  reaction .  3978 

Widal,  T.A.B.,  etc . 109 

Count .  318 

Smears  for  malaria,  anthrax,  etc .  45 

Sugar  estimations,  sugar  tolerance  tests  .  278 

Urea  estimations,  urea  concentration  factor  .  49 

Cultures  for  enteric,  streptococci,  &c . . . . . .  50 

Calcium,  Van  den  Bergh  and  Icterus  Index  . . . .  15 

Sedimentation  rate  . . . . . .  .  .  .  55 

Gonococcal  complement  fixation  test  . .  67 

Grouping . . . . . . . . . .  66 

Cerehro  Spinal  Fluid. 

Waseermann  and  general  examination  .  69 

Cytology,  culture,  etc . 8 
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Pleural  Fluids, 

Cytology,  culture,  &c .  8 

Urines. 

Aualysis — and  bacteriological  . .  1498 

Urea  eatimation  . . . .  .  8 

Pus. 

For  gonococcus  and  other  organisms  .  524 

Sera. 

From  V.S.  for  Tr.  Pallida  (dark  ground)  .  136 

Faeces. 

For  bacteriological  examination  .  448 

Milk. 

For  chemical  analysis .  6 

Rats. 

For  Plague  .  95 

Gastric  Contents. 

Including  factional  test  meal .  255 

Guineapig. 

Inoculation  for  K.L.B.  and  T.B .  19 

Histological. 

Cutting,  fixing,  staining  sections  .  41 

M  iscellaneous. 

Penicillin  dispensing,  solutions  for  injections  .  131 

Eye  drops,  oinments,  local  applications .  178 
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